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DownloadA new study reveals the disturbing trend of transgender teenagers attempting to conceal

their real gender. The issue is raised in a report from the Centers for Disease Control, which indicates
that transgender-identifying teens who have not yet undergone gender reassignment procedures are

attempting to conceal their true gender by appearing in public as the opposite gender. “By and
large, we see all the concerns and issues around transgender kids and transgender teens and the

discrimination, the bullying, the suicides in this article, it’s really the same problems,” said Dr. Susan
Brink, a pediatric urologist and researcher at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston. She

continued, “We have the same issues that we’ve had with LGBTQ youth for 40 or 50 years and now
we’re adding the new element of transgender youth.” The report by the CDC raises concerns about a
host of issues faced by transgender teens, including cyberbullying, access to health care, bullying in
school, gender confirmation, and suicide. The data cited in the report was drawn from the National
Survey of Children’s Health, which questioned nearly 70,000 adolescents about their experiences

with gender identity issues. According to the survey results, the teenagers who identified as
transgender or did not identify as either male or female were four times more likely to attempt
suicide than other teens. “Before now, because this population has been relatively invisible and

difficult to track, we’re learning more and more about it,” Brink said. “We’re trying to learn from this
new cohort of youth.” In addition to attempting suicide, the survey found that transgender teens are

twice as likely to be victims of violent crimes, though the report didn’t detail what kind of crimes
transgender kids were targeted for. While it’s difficult to know why transgender teens commit

suicide, according to Brink, the most obvious clue is the inability to access the medical care they
need to be able to live their truth. She also mentioned that gender confirmation, in the form of

surgeries and hormone treatments, is expensive. “The states have recognized that it’s a health issue
and have spent tens of millions of dollars on gender confirmation surgery,” Brink said. “That’s really

expensive 50b96ab0b6
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